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243-4208; Mary Jane Belz, UM music department, 243-2865.
UM PLANS FESTIVAL OF ARTS
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will host DiversAbilities: A Festival of Arts from 5-7 p.m. 
Monday, April 23, in the University Center Commons. The event is free and open to the 
public.
The festival will be a celebration of self-expression through dance, poetry, music and 
art for all people. The purpose of the event is to raise awareness of the value of the arts for 
people with mixed abilities and ages.
Participants will explore different “art stops” in which they may paint tiles or a mural, 
learn how a musical instrument is played, write a poem or experience creative movement and 
dance. The evening will culminate with informal performances by UM’s New Visions Dance 
Class, the Very Special Arts Choir and local poets.
The event was organized by Bobby Tilton, Department of Art; Karen Kaufmann, 
Department of Drama/Dance; Mary Jane Belz, Department of Music; and Mike Jakupcak, 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Other partners are Alayne Dolson, executive 
director of Very Special Arts of Montana; and Karen Rice, art and recreation coordinator at 
Opportunity Resources Inc.
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